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Medication Technician Training In Just 4 Days! 301-384-6011 Silver Spring Campus

Page 1

Nursing Assistant In Just 4 Weeks! 301-977-7393 Gaithersburg Campus  Find great stuff for Sale
On the new GazetteBuyandSell.com

'-- - , ')
Morning & Evening Classes www.mstarna.com @R) g -
N il =,
CLICK HERE

WHO NEEDS CRAIG ANYVRY

Maryland Community Newspapers
Online

|Montgomery Prince George'sFrederickSports Business Politics

EntertainmentOpinion Calendar AutosHomes GazetteBuyandSell.com Classifieds CouponsHelp |

=

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2009

Construction of Silver Spring Transit Center delayed but plodding ahead

by Jason Tomassini | Staff Writer
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this year, which is Veteran's Day.

But construction was delayed after the
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would have been a real challenge and cost a

lot more money," David Dise, director of the Montgomery County Department of
General Services, said in a phone interview Monday.

The entire project now has an estimated completion date of June 2010, Dise said.

The 42,000-square-foot civic building will include a large hall available for banquets,
performances and meetings, four community-use rooms, new offices for the Silver
Spring Regional Center and the Round House Theatre School. Veteran's Plaza will be
nearly an acre of open public-use space for festivals and concerts and will include a
permanent ice-skating rink.
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The entire project will replace the popular artificial turf field once located at the site.
Estimated cost for the civic building is more than $17 million.

Delays in construction for the Transit Center have been less significant, but the
intensive work on various utility lines beneath the site has delayed completion until
February of 2011, Dise said. Completion of the $91-million transit center, located at
Colesville Road and Wayne Avenue, was initially expected for the end of 2010.

This summer, Silver Spring resident Jon Simon, who uses Metro to commute daily to
Union Station, walked by what he calls "the pit," wondering why it appeared no work
was being done. He said the construction hasn't been much of an inconvenience, but he
feels Silver Spring needs a new functioning transit hub sooner rather than later.

"Who wouldn't want that?" Simon said. "But we'll see what happens when it actually
gets done."

A YouTube video showing weekly photographs of the construction site between June
and September shows little to no change from week-to-week and made the rounds on
local blogs to the amusement of many commenters.

But Dise allayed residents' fears about a stall in construction; work was being done, it
was just underground and out of plain view. Beneath the site is a complicated web of
utility lines that needed extensive work after excavation on the site, Dise said.

Contractors will soon begin building the structure for the transit center, Dise said.
"When we [start building] out of the ground, it's going to pop like crazy," he said.

When completed, the transit center will contain 34 bus bays for various regional bus
services, direct access to the Metro and MARC transit lines, 54 Kiss and Ride and taxi
spaces and accommodations for bicycle trails. Housing and a hotel will also be
constructed on site.
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